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VIII. Part of a Letter from Mr. T. M. in Salop, 
to Mr. William Baxter, concerning the ftrange 
ejfeSis from the eating Dog-mercury with Re- 
marks thereon by Hans Sloan M D. andS. R. S. 
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. Matthews, his Wife and Three Children, 
have been lately very ill, and like to dye,- 
the occafion and manner of their Sicknefs was very odd, 
and therefore I fhall give you a particular, account of 
both. About Three Week's ago, the Woman went in- 
to the Fields and gathered foaie Herbs, and (having firft 
Boyled.them) Fryed them with Bacon for her own and 
her Families Supper : After they had been about Two 
Howrs in Bed, one of the Children (which is Dumb and 
about Seven Years Old) fell very Sick, and fo did the 
other Two prefently after ; which obliged the Man and 
his Wife to Rife and take the Children to the Fire, where 
they Vomited and Purged, and within half an Hour 
fell fad afleep. They took the Children to bed as they 
were afleep, and they themselves went to Led too, and 
fell fafter afleep too than ever they had done before. 
The Man waked the next Morning abo -t Three Hours 
after Iris uliial Time, went to his Labour at Mr Newports, 
arid fo by theftrength of his conilitudon canned if off; 
but he fays, he thought his Chin had bin slJ die D»v in 
a Fire, and was forced to keep his Ha' full of Water by 
him all the Day long,and frequently dipt his C.h n v: it as 
he was at his Work. The Vv oman wakened a wh le af- 
ter her Husband, and being forced to ■ go* tip ro iook 
after her little Family conchas; but ihe uas ver Sick 
and has continued ib'tili within ihefe tew Days/it ce w h*ch 
fhe is very well recovered. One of thc^r Crnklre fk-pc 
from that Night (which was Thuriday Three Week ) 



( W ; 
till Monday Evening following j and then (having juCl 
only opened her Eyes and made Two Sprunts, without 
fpeaking one' word) dyed imediatejy w^hileihe was afleep; 
endeavoursnvere ufed t6 awaken her," JfcHtit in vain. The 
other Two Children tlept about Twenty Four Hours, 
and upon their wakening fell a Vomiting and Purging a- 
gaini which I think faved their Ilives. By Mr. bfew- 
ports and my Direction, they fent fome of the fame Herb 
to the Doctors and Apothecaries in Salcp, who general- 
ly fey 'tis Dog-mrcHry ? bxxt fome fay 'tis a fort of Night 
fhade : whatever It be,' 'tis certainly Poifpnous," and 'tis 
obferved that the Cattle'never j?rowfe it. Matthews told 
me he never eat fo pleafant «an Herb in his Life j ,and his 
Wife fays that her old Matter, viz. Mr. Mox on did fre- 
quently eat of it ,• but I gueft it to be a miftake. I know 
your profound Judgment and Learning in theft matters, 
and have therefore given you t his largeAccou'nt. I am 
no herbarift,* but this I obferved of the Herb ; 'tis branch- 
ed and feeded fometbing like Spinage or Mercury ', but 
leaved rather like Lakeweed. The kaves are dented too. 
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SIR, 

TH E enclofed Letter was lent lafl April, to Mr* 
William Baxter, who foon after did me the Favour 
tofhe w it me ; I found the operations of the Plant there* 
in me ntioned to be extraordinary, and the Circumff an* 
ces r elated very particularly, and that the account was 

the 



the more Surprizing if it fliould be Dog-mercury ; which 
by ail Writers I have perufed, is reckoned innocent and 
to have the fame Vertue with the ordinary Mercury ti- 
led every day by Phifitians. On theft Considerations 
I begg'd the Favour of Mr. Baxter, that he would pleafe 
to write to the Gentleman who lent the Account, For a 
Dried Sample or Specimen of the Herb ; which he 
did, and it proves to be the fame they thought it was, 
the Stalks, Leaves and Spikes agreeing exa&ly in every 
thing with thofe of Dog-Mercury. It is delcrib'd and 
6gur'd in feveral Authors. Mr. Ray in his Hiftory of 
Plants calls it Mercurialis Perennis repens Cynocrambe 
eft&z, p. 1 63 . Gerard calls it Cynocrambe, p. 33 3. Par- 
kinforty Mercurialis Syheftris Cynocrambe ditla vulgaris, 
p. %9$. theatr. Botan. Johan. Bauhine in his Second 
Tome, Lib. z^. Cynocrambe mas S? fesmina Jive Mercu- 
rialis repens, p.97 9. And Cafpar Bauhine in his Pinax, 
p.ixz. Mercurialis Montana tefticulata &Jpicata: In 
Which Books the other Names given it by other tierba- 
lifis may be found, whither I refer you for a further 
Account of it. Whether the Quantity or Quality of 
this were the Caufeof the EfFe&s I know not, but think 
that every Body will do well to be cautious and wary 
in the ufe of it in fueh. Quantities, after fuch a Warning. 

YourS) &c 
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